






The power of health data - and the 
need for more robust governance

● Support digital transformation and artificial intelligence

● Advance research and innovation

● Improve data-driven decision-making

● Support health professionals

● Strengthen equitable and resilient health systems

● Improve health emergency and pandemic response

● Empower individuals 

Enhance health outcomes and UHC



Consensus, commitments and political 
support



Towards more robust health data 
governance

BUILDING COUNTRY 
CONSENSUS AND 
COMMITMENT 

A global standard for health 
data governance and 
essential areas that should 
be addressed through 
national legislation - based 
on countries experiences 
and good practice.

A RESOURCES TO 
SUPPORT NATIONAL 
EFFORTS

Providing a blueprint and 
flexible framework that 
governments can use as a 
resource to strengthen 
national approaches.

ESTABLISHING 
COMPATIBILITY IN 
NATIONAL APPROACHES

Establishing a level of 
compatibility in national 
approaches to foster greater 
legal coherence across 
jurisdictions, which is 
important for cross-border 
data sharing.

A global and regional 
Health Data Governance Framework







Aims and overview of the Model Law

● Contains core elements, legislative guidance and reference legal text

● Blueprint and flexible framework - not prescriptive or imposing

● Strikes balance between protection of personal and community 
health data & facilitation of its use for public benefit

● Facilitates data use as a force for good 

● Principles of equity, justice, and respect for human rights

● Addresses challenges/opportunities of emerging technologies

● Harmonised approach while respecting diverse legal, cultural, and 
societal contexts

● Assumes existence of a national data protection law 

healthdatagovernance.org
/modellaw



Government leadership and action

CHAMPION THE 
DEVELOPMENT OF A 
GLOBAL & REGIONAL 
FRAMEWORK

Prioritise health data 
governance on the 
World Health Assembly 
and regional agendas, 
calling for the 
development of a 
global/ regional 
framework.

ENDORSE THE 
HEALTH DATA 
GOVERNANCE 
PRINCIPLES

Endorse the equity and 
rights-based principles 
as a foundation for 
stronger national 
legislation and 
regulation and a global/ 
regional framework.

PRIORITISE HEALTH 
DATA GOVERNANCE 
ON REGIONAL AND 
GLOBAL AGENDAS

Ensure health data 
governance prioritised 
as part of national, 
regional and global 
meetings and 
processes, to advance 
discussions and action.

We encourage governments to
Take Action on Health Data Governance

STRENGTHEN 
NATIONAL DATA 
GOVERNANCE 
FRAMEWORKS 

Take steps to 
strengthen national 
health data governance 
legislation and 
regulation (the Model 
Law is a blueprint to 
support this).
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